
ELEMENTARY ACTIVITY (K-5th grade)                                                       JANUARY 2, 2022

WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO:   

• Begin a simple two or three-beat clapping pattern (clap, clap; clap . . . clap; clap . . . clap, clap), 
guiding kids to echo you. 

• As kids master the patterns, add increasing complexity (clap, clap . . . clap, clap, clap, clap . . . clap 
. . . clap, clap, clap, etc.).

• If it works for your kiddos, turn the imitation into a memory game, guiding kids to echo multiple 
patterns in order. 

WEEK

1

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY: Exile (Jesus Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13 (Supporting: Matthew 4:1-11)

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE: Be ready to do the right thing.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE: 
God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life. 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)

MONTHLY LIFE APP: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don’t want to

BASIC TRUTH: I need to make the wise choice.



WHAT YOU SAY:

“You guys did a GREAT job of listening carefully and memorizing the beats! Let’s see who was listening 
carefully during the Bible story video. (Using the points below, review the story. As much as possible, let kids 
retell the story, making sure they cover the key points.) 

God’s Spirit led Jesus into the desert. For 40 days He spent time with God and didn’t eat anything.
While Jesus was there, the devil tempted Him. But every time the devil tried to trick Jesus, He answered 
with a verse from the Bible.
When the devil saw that he couldn’t trap Jesus, he gave up and left.
God sent angels to take care of Jesus and give Him everything He needed.
Because Jesus had spent His whole life discovering what God said, He was ready when He needed to make 
the wise choice.

“What does it mean to be tempted? (to really want something; to want to do something you shouldn’t do; 
when someone tries to get you to do something you shouldn’t do) What’s something that might tempt you? 
(Pause for responses; if needed, ask prompting questions to spur thinking: Are you ever tempted to eat too 
many sweets? Play too many video games? Kick or hit someone when they make you mad? Say something 
mean when someone’s mean to you?) [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about something that tempts you, 
whether it’s getting sucked into a gaming app, losing your temper, or eating too much junk food.) 

“By itself, being tempted isn’t wrong. We’re all tempted sometimes—even Jesus was tempted! What 
matters is what we DO when we’re tempted. You never know when you’ll come across something that might 
tempt you. That’s why it’s SO important to [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing. 

“If you listen and learn, YOU’LL be ready when you’re tempted, too. When you LISTEN and LEARN what 
God wants, you can [Bottom Line] be ready to do the right thing.”

CLOSE IN PRAYER:

“Dear God, thank You SO much for giving us Your power to live the way You want us to live. Thank You 
for giving us Your Word to show us who You are and what You’re like. Thank You for giving us people 
who love You who can teach us more about You. Help us LISTEN and LEARN so that’ll we’ll always 
[Bottom Line] be READY to do the right thing. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”


